Bladder substitution in women.
Bladder substitution in women with transitional cell carcinoma (TCC) is not a universally accepted procedure. There are many concerns, one of which is the potential risk of metachronous and synchronous urethral transitional cell carcinoma involvement. Another concern is that voiding dysfunction may be more frequent than in male patients. The numbers of female patients who have had this procedure are still small, and follow-up data are relatively brief. Thus, the true role for orthotopic bladder substitution in the female is still being evaluated. This paper reviews the data on this type of surgery in women, with emphasis on urethral TCC risk and on voiding dysfunction. Early results from a number of institutions are encouraging, particularly in correctly selected patients. Based on more than 15 years experience in an albeit small number of patients, we believe that if there is a functional external sphincter and tumor margins can be safely cleared, this form of surgery offers patients the best opportunity to preserve quality of life following cystectomy.